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SUBJECT: BELGIAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE VANDEN BOEYNANTS FOR NATO 
SECRETARY GENERAL? 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . PUBLIC DISCUSSION HAS BEGUN IN BELGIUM OF DEFENSE MINISTER 
PAUL VANDEN BOEYNANTS AS A PROSPECTIVE SUCCESSOR TO JOSEPH LUNS 
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AS NATO SECGEN. THE POSSIBILITY HAS BEEN BRUITED FOR SOME WEEKS, 

MOVING INTO THE REALM OF SERIOUS SPECULATION MARCH 23 WHEN AN 
ARTICLE ON VANDEN BOEYNANTS' PRESUMED CANDIDACY APPEARED IN THE 
USUALLY WELL-INFORMED SATIRICAL WEEKLY, PAN. SINCE THEN SEVERAL OTHER 
NATIONAL CIRCULATION PAPERS HAVE TAKEN UP THE SUBJECT. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. WE CANNOT CONFIRM THAT VANDEN BOEYNANTS HAS SET HIS CAP FOR 
LUNS JOB. BUT A NUMBER OF FACTS AND CIRCUMSTNCES SUGGEST THAT 
WE ARE WATCHING A TRIAL BALLOON FLOATING IN THE AIR. THESE ARE: 

A. SOME TOP BELGIAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE LONG BEEN 
DISSATISFIED WITH LUNS' PERFORMANCE. THEY BELIEVE THE ALLIANCE 
NEEDS A STRONGER HAND IN THE SECGEN SLOT. 

B. VANDEN BOEYNANTS - AGGRESSIVE, INTELLIGENT, ENERGETIC, 

HIGHLY KNOWLEDGEABLE IN EUROPEAN AND NATO AFFAIRS, A FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER OF A SMALL NATO COUNTRY - HAS SOME OF THE ESSENTIAL 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE JOB. 

C. DOMESTICALLY VANDEN BOEYNANTS' POLITICAL CAREER HAS PEAKED, 

AND THE TIME WOULD SEEM PROPITIOUS FOR HIM TO SHIFT ONTO THE 
INTERNATIONAL STAGE. HIS CHANCES OF BECOMING PRIME MINISTER AGAIN ARE 
SLIGHT. CABINET PORTFOLIOS ARE OLD HAT TO HIM. A NEW GENERATION 

OF POLITICIANS IS COMING ON TO CHALLENGE HIS STANDING AS THE 
MR. BRUSSELS OF BELGIAN POLITICS. BUT HE REMAINS AMBITIOUS, 
COMPULSIVELY ACTIVE AND DEEPLY INTERESTED N THE ISSUES NATO DEALS 
WITH. 

D. VANDEN BOEYNANTS RECENTLY MADE A WELL-PUBLICIZED ENLISTMENT IN 
A LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP (HAIG), WHICH SUGGESTS THAT HS IS UPDATING 
HIS IMAGE ON TOPICAL INTERNATIONAL ISSUES. 

E. ONE OF HIS CLOSEST COLLABORATORS AHS TOLD US THAT THE 

SPATE OF PUBLICITY WAS NOT A VANDEN BOYENANTS PLANT BUT CAREFULLY 
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AVOIDED SAYING THAT VDB WAS NOT INTERESTED IN THE JOB. RENNER 
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